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AFTER THE WAR-GOD 

Discussion of navigation is easy for those standing on the shore. 
For the crew of a storm-wracked vessel it is a matter of life and 
death. We call the one group academic, the other vital and 
practical. But books on navigation are not written during storms, 
and the compass was not invented while men fought shipwreck. 

Nor do storms and shipwreck prevent the study of weather and 
wind, tides and currents, steam and electricity. 

Similarly men should prepare for hours of national storm in days 
of peace. War no more shows the futility of preparation for peace 
than storms argue against navigation laws or quarantine against 
sanitation. In moments of sanity we should organize thought and 
social attitudes as a protection against possible hysteria in moments 
of crisis. Peace, not war, is normal. 

Can we as Christian people thus train ourselves in days of 
indecision, when the fate of nations is in the balance ? 

If we cannot, we have not yet learned the full meaning of faith 
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True, there is moral danger even in a nation's faith in God. 
For a nation, like a man, may so unblinkingly believe in the justice 
of its cause as to identify its motives and methods with divine 
Providence. But such confidence is not true faith in the God of 
Jesus. To believe that God is on our side may mean only bescrip- 
tured brutality. 

True Christian faith does not seek to persuade God to work 
with us; it seeks rather to work with God. 

And if God is like Jesus, then love and not hate, justice and not 
physical force, forgiveness rather than injury, are the ultimate bases 
of national greatness. 
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Has any nation yet given full consent to that sort of faith in 
God? Can Christian patriots yet pray that God's rather than 
their government's will shall be done ? 



A war in the defense of the spiritual precipitate of civilization 
is justifiable; in the last resort it is a duty. For it is a less evil 
than the loss of spiritual achievements. War to preserve ideals is 
better than moral anarchy, however scientific or euphemized. 

But it is an evil none the less. Its grandeur is given it only by 
those who dare sacrifice life to preserve the moral achievements of 
the race. 

And after war has done its worst or its best, there still remains 
God — the God of Love and Law — to reckon with. 
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The laws of the spiritual order are as final as those of the physical. 
Civilization consists very largely in ordering our life in accordance 
with them. The spiritual forces which such laws describe will 
remain long after the wrath of man with all its miseries has passed. 
To violate them is to suffer. 

Justice, established not by might, but operative in the structure 
of the world, is one of these forces. 

Love, as terrible as it is merciful, is another. 

And on Justice and Love a nation, like individuals, depends. 
When it obeys them it builds firmly; when it disobeys them it 
suffers. 

Remember Tyre and Nineveh. 

Nations of today, like them, have their Day of Judgment. 

War cannot destroy our moral universe. 

After the war there will still be God. 



